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What is Urban Planning?

Urban planning, also known as city or regional planning, is the art and science of shaping the physical 
environment of cities, towns, and regions. It involves analyzing current conditions, forecasting future 
needs, and developing strategies to guide growth and development in a sustainable and equitable 
manner. Urban planners work to create communities that are vibrant, livable, and resilient.

Requirements to Become a Professional Planner

Becoming a certified urban planner typically involves:

Education: A master's degree in urban planning, city planning, or a related field (e.g., 
architecture, landscape architecture, public policy) is generally required.
Experience: Most planning positions require practical experience, often gained through 
internships or entry-level positions.
Certification: The American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) offers certification to planners 
who meet specific education, experience, and examination requirements. AICP certification 
demonstrates a planner's commitment to professional standards and ethical practice.

Where Urban Planners Work

Urban planners can find employment in a variety of settings, including:

Government: Local, regional, and state government agencies.
Private Sector: Consulting firms, real estate developers, and architecture firms.
Non-profit Organizations: Community development corporations, advocacy groups, and 
research institutions.

Types of Work Urban Planners Do

The work of an urban planner is diverse and can include:



Land Use Planning: Developing zoning ordinances and comprehensive plans to guide land 
development.
Transportation Planning: Designing transportation systems that are efficient, safe, and 
sustainable.
Environmental Planning: Addressing environmental issues such as air and water quality, and 
protecting natural resources.
Community Development: Working with communities to revitalize neighborhoods and improve 
quality of life.
Economic Development: Attracting new businesses and creating jobs.
Urban Design: Shaping the physical form of cities and creating attractive public spaces.

Pay for Urban Planners

Salaries for urban planners vary depending on experience, education, location, and employer. 
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median annual wage for urban and regional 
planners was $78,500 in May 2022. The highest 10 percent earned more than $123,030.

Objectives of Urban Planning

The primary objectives of urban planning are to:

Promote public health and safety.
Enhance economic opportunity.
Protect the environment.
Ensure equitable access to resources and opportunities.
Create livable and sustainable communities.
Improve the quality of life for all residents.

A Description of the Field

Urban planning is a dynamic and challenging field that requires a combination of analytical, creative, 
and communication skills. Planners must be able to understand complex issues, develop innovative 
solutions, and effectively communicate their ideas to a wide range of stakeholders. They play a 
crucial role in shaping the future of our communities and creating a more sustainable and equitable 
world.

Colleges Offering Urban Planning Education

Many universities offer undergraduate and graduate programs in urban planning. Some notable 
programs include:



Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
University of California, Berkeley
University of Michigan
University of Pennsylvania
Harvard University
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Columbia University
New York University (NYU)
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
University of Southern California
University of California, Los Angeles (graduate only)
San Diego State University 
California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo

It is recommended to research programs based on specific interests and career goals.

Summary

This document has provided a comprehensive overview of urban planning, including its definition, 
requirements, career paths, objectives, and educational opportunities. Urban planning is a vital field 
that shapes the future of our communities, and a career in planning offers the opportunity to make a 
meaningful difference in the world. The demand for urban planners is expected to grow by 11% over 
the next decade, which is considerably higher than the average for all occupations 


